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Also, the cost of oxygen-l8 is prohibitive ($300/trial) for routine use. Comparative cost for the deuterium dilution procedure using 10 g of D20 ($13) and fixed-filter infrared spectrophotometry ($4000) is much less.
Total body potassium
Chemical analyses have indicated that potassium is essentially an intracellular cation that is not present in stored triglyceride.
Also, potassium-40, which emits a characteristic gamma ray at I .46 MeV, exists in the body at a known natural abundance (0.012%). (Ca) and the triceps skinfold (5) using the equation
Using the cross-sectional fat (F) and muscle (M) areas is more logical in the assessment of energy and protein nutritional status than using the skinfold and arm circumference.
Individually, each of these measurements is a weak predictor of energy and protein stores particularly in children.
However, the combination of these variables appears to be a more precise indicator of nutritional status (81 with air and bone at the low and high ends of absorption, respectively. Thus, high image contrast is observed between bone, adipose, and fat-free tissues. Generally, the CT scanner requires about 10 s to complete each slice. The number of slices depends upon the purpose of the CT scan. The typical radiation dose for a CT scan is a peak of 1.5-3.0 rads (142). 
